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PARLIAMENT'S 


ANG WER, 


HIS MAJESTIES 


GRACIOUS 


LETTER 


Of the fourth of Fuly, 1663.. 


_ Sacred Soveraigh, 


ZH E defire we have had to res 
SÞ@ turn to Your Majeſty a fatiſ- 

DB factory account of what, by 

Your moſt gracious Letter 
& the fourth of June, was 1ntrn- 
wy. {ted to us, for trying of'the 
X contrivance and carrying on 
that deſignof Billeting,(with 
which Your Ma jeſly with ſo much reaſon declared 
Your ſelf moſt aniſatisfied) hath occafioned, that 
we have-not ſooner miade theſe humble and thank- 
fall acknowledgments, which the. gracious expreſ- 
fions in the former part of Your Letter call for; 
Being. defirous , thar the account. of our duti- 
fal and hearty obedience to theſe Your Maje- 
flies moſt Juft Commands , might accompany 
A 2 our 
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our due acknowledgments. of Your Majeſties 4 


Grace and Goodneſs, and that our return might + 
not divide, what Your Majeſty hath by Your Royal 
Letter joyned. 

We do, with all humble duty and thank- 
fulneſs, acknowledge the great bleſlings 
which this Your ancient Kingdom doth now 
enjoy under Your Royal Authority, The 
Church being reſtored to it's right Govern- 
ment, the Kingdom to its former Peace, the 
Laws to their free Courſe, and the Subje&s 
to their juſt Liberties; And all theſe flowing 
to us as the happy fruits and effefts of Your 
Majeſties bleſſed Reſtitution, we conceive our 
ſelves obliged in a due reſentment thereof, and 
of the often and. renewed expreſſions of Your 
Majefties Royal care and tenderneſs of this 
Kingdom, to return the humble offer of our 
lives and fortunes, and all that is deareſt to 
us, . for the advancement of Your Majefties Ho- 
nour, Authority and Greatneſs: And that it 
ſhall be our care, that the expreſſions of our 
obedience to Your Majeſtzes Commands, ſhall 
be ſuitable to thoſe unparallel'd Ads of Grace 
and Fayour Your Majeſty hath vouchſafed up- 
ON Us. 

By Your Majeſties Letter it appears, That 
by a Gentleman imploycd laft year with a Let- 
ter of Credit from the Earl of Middleton , it 
was repreſented to Your Majeſty, that it was 
the defire of Your Parliament here, -that the 
AQ& of Indempnity ſhould (carry an exception 
of incapacitating. from publick Truſt : and 
that he earneſtly * preſt , in name' of Your 
Parliament , Your. Majeſties conſent to the 

incapacitating 


TY 

incapacitating ſonſs few of the moſt guilty, not 
exceeding twelve. And your Majefty deficing 
ro know the truth thereof from 1s 3 In obe- 
dience to your Majeſties Commands, this being 
taken into the confideration of Your Parlia- 
ment, and every Member of Parliament '/par- 
ticularly acked thereupon , we finde by the una- 
nimous opintons and votes of the Houſe, That 
the Parliament gave no warrand, to defite of 
Your Majeſty , that the A& of Indempnity 
ſhould carry an exception of incapacitating 
from publick Truſt , and that the Parliament 
gave no warrand at all , to defire in their names, 
Your Majefties conſent to the incapacitating of 
a few; Yet we have ſeen the incloled double of 
an Inſtruction, given by. the Earl of M:ddletor 
in the contrary , to Sir George Mackenzie, ſigned 
and owned by him in preſence of your Parlia- 
ment to be a juſt double, bearing, that it was 
much defired by Your Parliament , that ſome 
ſhould be excepted from publick Truſt  _ 
| Weallſo finde no other ground in the AQ.of 
Parliament concerning Billetting , neither. dg 
we remember of any other ground made uſe 
of before the Articles, or in the Parliament, 
for incapacitatitig , but that it was Your Ma- 
jefties pleaſure to: have it ſo, and that this was 
the riſe of bringing in the Act of Billetting , as 
the moſt expedient way of voting the Act for 
Incapacitie. 

And in obedience to Your Majeſizes Com- 
mands for the further tryall of the manner of 
contrivance and carrying on this -defign of Bil- 
letting , and Your Majeſties ſuſpicion that 
Your Name was abuſed therein; ſome Com- 

& miſſioners 
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miſſioners authorized by You Parliament , ha- 
ving taken the depoſitions .of divers Mem- 
bers of Parliament , and two Knights,. there- 
upon, and having delivered the principal depo- 
ſitions to Your Majefties Commiſſioner , to be 
by his Grace communicated ro Your Majeſty, 
Have offered to us this particular account 
thereof under their hand-writings, which we 
(without preſuming at all to give any judgment 
thereupon) offer hereby to Your Majeſties Royal 
conſideration ; And when Your Majeſty ſhall 
be pleaſed to make Your further pleaſure there- 
in known to us , we ſhall give ſuch obedience 
thereto, and to the other particulars in Your 
Royal Letter, as ſhall witneſs ro the world, 
that Your Majefties Royal Judgment is the 
rule of our a&ions, and that your Majeſtics 
Commands ſhall alwayes receive that obedience 
from us, which ſuits with the duty of good 
Subjets, and the relation we now ſerve 
Your Majeſty in, as Your Majeſt:es moſt loyal 
and faithful Parliament ; In whoſe Name, and 
by whoſe Command, theſe are figned by, 


Your Majeſties moſt bumble , moſt dutiful, 
and moſt obedient Subje& and Servant, 


Edinburgh 28 July, Glencairn Cancellarins, 


1663. | F.P-D- Par. 
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